
Sophie Sommerer is the Director General of
Health Canada’s Biologic and
Radiopharmaceutical Drugs Directorate.

In this role, she is responsible for regulating
biological drugs (including vaccines),
radiopharmaceuticals, blood, cells, tissues and
organs, and products for Assisted Human
Reproduction. Prior to this, she held various
positions in the Health Products and Food
Branch, where she has worked with medical,
scientific and regulatory experts on various pre-
and post-market regulatory activities. She spent
the first 10 years of her public service career
working on various health promotion policy
initiatives at the Public Health Agency of Canada.

Ms. Sommerer has a Bachelor of Science
(Honours) in Biology from Queen’s University and
a Master of Science in Biology from Carleton
University. With eight (8) years of experience as
an executive, Sophie’s leadership journey has
taught her a few lessons, including “how to be an
expert at not being an expert” and “how to avoid
trying to boil the ocean.” As the mother of two
adult children, Sophie has lots of experience (and
some successes) in trying to balance work and life
responsibilities. She enjoys reflecting on her 20+
years of public service to inspire (and hopefully
not frighten) new and young public servants.

This course covers everything you
need to know to start an online business. I feel
ready to take the next steps and pursue my
dreams!
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